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WOTES LD WEWS

Those of you who actually read the list of contents
on the previcus page nay note that this page is not as
advertised, L8 the editor has had all his tine teken up
during the last weck ¢r so with the collectine and dis-~
tribution of food parcels and firewocd to old folk, his
role here has bheen usurped by ne in order to get this
issue reody before Christnaos, Mony other nerbers of the
Unit have bezn helping out on this project which has re
~sulted in 90 + porcels heing given away,

The Unit has been busy over the past few nonths in
converting the renmains of the old Bowls Club Pavilion
ints firewcod, and over 50 boxes hove been filled, Itis
hopad to distribute rore early in the new year,

“we have three new members, two of whon came on the
half tern visit tc Norih Woles, and we welcone Andrew
Daymond, indrew Velr and Kork “/alker to the Unit.

Recent activities hove included a join mecting with
the Hycclecote Ranger Guides, hopefully the first of
nanyy a4 cave scfety course in the Forest of Dean, org-
anised by our new i,D.C.(V.S,) Paul Gait; District 5-a
side soccer tournanent, which we organised, This last
event attracted 11 teanms in 2ll, and was 2o grent suce-
ess, although we did lose the trophy that we have held
for three years to teans from the 38th, Longlevens,

Ve cre getting "feed-back" on our last publishing
effort, the Iceland Special edition of Venture 44, In
seneral comment has becn favourable, although at least
one of our cx~editors pointed out a few things which
would not have occurred in his day! Unfortunately, the
venture has proved a financial disaster, and there are
a great nony unsold copies lying in the hut, so if any
of you have not yet bought a copy, or think you may be
able to sell scme nmore, please get in contact soon!

Finally, a reminder of a forthcoming event, We are
conbining with the School cricket club to run a jumble
sale on SLTURDAY, JNU.RY 27th at Longlevens Church
Hall, Start collecting Jumble now, Help fron parents &
fricnds on the day is needed, A,
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IMPRESSIONS FROM THE NEW WORLD
PART TWO

There are 7500 restaurants in the Province of Ontar-
io alone, You can be sure that nearly all of these serve
harburgers,In fact, there is a gigantic chain of restau-
rants called Macdonalds who deal entirely in hanburgers
and suchlike, This Aperican firm has scrved over 25 bill
-ion meals throughout the world! You can virtually be
guaranteed of f:l.ndlng Macdonelds in mnost towns both
in the States and Canuda.In fact they have just opened a
new outlet in the USSR - yet another breckthrougH in the
sago of Soviet=-Anerican relationships.

I have previously mentiomed the warmth of a Canadian
surmer. You can be certain of temperatures roanging fron
the mid 80's to mid 90's “F, However when temperaturcs
arc high and it is eloudy the humidity can be unbe"ra,blo
since the air is very 'thin' and it gives you a feeling
of being at a very high altitude. In +the niddle of the
city of London most of the nain Shop‘jlng areas are in
specially air-conditioned malls, sinilar to our new orce
ades, ‘but on a larger scale, Coning out of one of these
you are suddenly hit by the stifling air, and I can tell
you it is very unconfcrtable, One noment you are breath-
ing quite naturally ond then suddenly you have to strain
to breathe. Since however this arca is on the same latit
~ude as Northern Califormia, I guess the heat is to be
expected,

London Ontario is Canada's tcn‘bh largest city and
even though its population is only twe and & helf tinmes
that of Gloucester, the city itself is nuch bigger by
proportion, It is known as the Forest City, since if you
look at it from a high vantoge spot around the city, the
immediate impressicn that you get is the great number of
trees, It seuvis to be more trees than people! It is very
easy to find scome roads in complete shade., London itself
is a very modern city yet it has definitely retained its
beauty. There are three radio stations - CJBK, CKSL, and
CPFL, and several television stations, It is -also poss—
ible to pick up television broadcasts from as far away



a8 Detroit, U.S.A,

Not far from London is Stratford. iAs you might expect
Stratford is on the River Avon! The town has become very
farmcus in the literary world and the reason is quite obw-
vious really -~ it holds o sumaer@long Shakespeareon fes-
tival! The Stratford Theatre is of modern design, whilet
the ivon Theatre has o traditional prosceniun arch stage
layout. This festival has often been rated above any of
the many other such Shakespearean celebrations the world
over, including that of our own Stratford.

I alsc visited sgme of the traditicnal tourist att
~ractions, such as Niagra Falls, and these were really:
irpressive,

411 in g11, mg stoy in Canada had heen very enjoyab=-
le and had prove to be a nost enlightening comparisgn
with life in 'down town' Gloucester,

' Kevin Necly
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2500ft - GOING DOWN!

There seened to have been
nore than the usual number
of news items in the press
concerning parachuting,and
these revitalised ry life-
long anbition to Jump., I
sugrested the idea to a
friend, and he called ny
biuff! The Gloucestershire
Cobalt Unit's appeal for
funds for o new 3-D body=-
scanner to revolutionise
the treatment of cancer hos
introduced sponsored jurmps
! as a novel neans of raking
~__the £98,000 they need,

A contact was made and

from 8 %o 15 voluntecrs
was needed, and although

féontinued page 9 there was no official re

we learmed that a group of’
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MI KNOW, 'COS T WAS THFRE",,... Knebworth June 78.

Prologue ify first thought on dragging myself up at 7.30

a,n, on Saturday morning was 'Not even Genesis are worth
this!' However,after numerous mugs of tea, I arrived at
Gloucester Leisurc Centre at 9,00c.m, Here I mel members
of the Upper Sixth from Rich's, Crypt, and Beaufovt all
suitably emblazoned with badges, emblens, etc, What was
the object of this? =~ to catch a coach which would take
us to Knebworth Park mnear Stevenage, to see !Genesis!
in concert with full supporting progromue., Wé S“t off 5
ninutes later,

After 3 hours discussing !'Genesis!, we arrlved at
Stevenage amid a massive traffic jam.A phenomenal number
of people usually use the Ml -~ 90,000 extra didn't help!
However when the police gave priority to the concexrt
traffic we eventually found space to park, but still had
to trek 7 mile through mud and woods to the actual site,
'The Areaa!

The Concert The first group thot we saw wos 'The Ltlante
Rhythm Section' who hod & lot of depth and power +to the
nusic that they played, tnClr performence lasting over
an hour, After a standing ovation they departed, leaving
us waiting for the next group (this meant changing stage
equipment, instuments, ete, a lepsthy procesg). We were
able to reflect on the sheer size of Knebworth, The huge
staoge wos fully 600 yards downhill in front of us, and
yet the area between +the stage and +the entrance waes
carpeted with people and ringed with food-stells, badge-
stalls etc,(In one corner was the lavatory = no segregat
-ion, no amenities - just red faces!)

Later on we decided to get more value for our £5.,00
tickets, i.e. move forward to where we could actually
see the stage! After .an hour of climbing and scambling
forward we got to within 60 yords of the stages..just in
time to see DEVO. (To the uminformed, DEVO are - in oy
opinion - five very strange men who wear sunglasses,with
orange helmets, white gowns and black boots, They play



DEVOLUTION music and generally bore people), Both their
arrival and departure earned a barrage of rotten fruit
and bottles = apart from some DEVOtees ahouting "We love
uf"

yo-“Our new position was both claustrophobic and hard on
the ears, so we retreated to the.reclative comfort of the
tLight Control Panel' structure 70 yards further back.
Now appeared 'Tom Petty and the Heartbrezckers'who really
get the crowd 'alive! with their music,Pretty girls gove
out Tom Petty badges and the crowd was happy. A further
nove back of 50 yards and we met some friends coming to
the front, So, happily reunited, we awaited the !'stars!
of the concert.

However, 'Jefferson Starship! come on first - without
the lovely Grase Slik (sheme).For the next two hours, we
listened to o feast of superb songs, including the truly
annzing 'Hove you seen the Saucers?!,After an encore,the
group depart, leaving us in o state of shock, Now only
Genesis renftiNeecess

Genegis in Concert We 2ll knew that we foced the longest
woit of the night because of the necessary changes in
stage and lighting, The ninutes pass, the crowd move up
nearer the stage, sound tests come and go, lights fade,
then, ..o single spotlight shines out, the ocrowd rises,
and one mon appears,..nobody knows him! He tells us that
we'll have to weit a bit longer,..Tension rises and in

the heat of the moment bottles fly in the direction of
the stage,For one fan it's 21l too much. He runs forward
noked, clutching a tambourine, Still we wait..lOp.n..and
then, it happens!

A solitary figure = looking remarkably like Bob 'OGWT!
Harris ~ appears in the glemn of a white spotlight and
over £4005000 worth of anmplification he booms;

"This is nusicel perfection,.THIS IS GENESIS

-Ninety thousand people surged forward to greet their
heroes, who stood bathed in blue light, They began with
'Eleventh Earl of Mor" The visucl effects were stunning,
96 different light channels operating over 286 different
lights each complete with 5 coloured filters., The almost

o



endless sequences brought gaops of adniration fron the
audience who sang, clapped, and cried through the sheer
enotion of the performance, Genesis played through c¢ld
and new songs, the resplendont +trio of Collins, Banks &
Rutherford milking the feelings from every note. Smoke
appeared and the stage was transformed into _o swirling
roinbow of light.,A green laser darted out 800 yards into
the night sky, However, the final song was the greatest

effect of then all !'Dance on a Volocano!, A1l 286 lights
blaged forth white light, and the six lasers flashed on,
the brilliance encbling you to see more than % mile in
the darkness of the night,Ninety thousond fans cried and
sang their feelings into the night,

Then a curt 'good=-night' and Genesis depart, but not
for long. The encore w-.s the favourite 'I know what I
like' and Collins did his tambourine dancesSo, after 12
nore ninutes of a drean that we had paild £5 to realise,
it was all over.

Genesis had played for over 2 hours which had passed
in a twinkling of an eye. The tine was now 12,15an. on a
Sunday morning. Genesis were (and cre) brilliant, fine
examples of how to put on a concert, Quite literally, we
did not believe what we had just witnessed,

Epilogue When the concert finally ended, it took us 3hrs
to get out of Knebworth Park, The journey home was spent
vainly trying to get sonme sleep. I eventually crawled
intc ny bed at 7,00 a.m, Sunday morning,

Whether or mnot you 1like Genesis, you cannot help
adniring the technique of three people who nmanaged to
exert such a mognetisn over not only Knebworth Park, but
the Record Market in general,

Genesis are doing a British Tour next year: do your=
self a favour and see then somewhere, It will be a truly
unforgetable experience, T Pt
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To mosf eople wargaming conjures up the picture of

0ld genblercn in dress uniform re-enacting the batile of
Waterloo with brightly painted lead figures on a large
table, Thig is 'miniature wargaring!, and no doubt some
old generals do this with lead figures, or even "After
Bights", - However, 'Board wargaming'! is more popular a
pursuit, These games are designed for entertainment un=-
like their strictly military counterparts. This does not
mean that board games do not +try to make a sufficiently
" accurate parallel to real life %o make the players feel
-that they are experiencing the problems of Napolean or
Rommel, or any other commander past, present or future!
LA board game attermpts to simulate a particular battle or
campaign, incorporating every aspect of the encounter up
to a point after which the game would be so complex that
it would lose its appeal,

This mnay be a good point to consider chess = a war
genc of sorts, but too abstract and stylised., One of the
reascns for the popularity of chess is that thure is not
an element of chonce which is introduced in wargeming,
norrally in the form of a die roll = for the simple reas
-on that there is an element of chance in real life,

The differences need to be examined. A Vargame board
is normally about 22" x 34", with a map that shows diff-
erent types of terrain and obstacles, Superimpcsed on to
this is a grid, normally hexagonal, which facilitates
novenents and fire., Units are represented by printed
cardboard counters, and there are detailed rules for the
particular battle being simlated, With mniniature war
gaming models of men, tanks, etc may move over contoured
terrain with movements controlled by & ruler, Miniature
wargenes date back to 1780, an important date in the
history of the pastime, The first board wargame was des-

igned in 1959,
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The mpain advantoge of miniatures is the wonderful
visual effect, There is much satisfaction in seeing pain
-stokingly painted figures blending into your realistic
terrain, The disadvantage is that once you have eribarked
on building up an army you are nore or less restricted
to fighting in one period because of the cost - at 15 or
nore pence per figure it is unlikely that you will have
the resources to build up two armies, T ere is no such
problen with board gomes. As one company (SPI) say in
their adverts, "We have over 100 titles covering every
period of history from 3000 BC to the far future"., With

three friends and miself we have 36 ganes, and it is
possible to fight the battle of Waterloo, Air’ combat in

the '70s, actions between the Dreadnoughts of World War
I, or even Tolkien's 'Middle Earth! fontasies,

Another advantage of the board gane is the secale of
the campaign that can be battled, A gome covering the
whole of the Sov1et/German,front in the second World Wer
would require & fantastic number of niniatures, but it
would be easy on a board, where the 'scale and size of
the Units involved can be odjusted to fit the context,

"The most attractive feature of board wargeming is
the real test of skill, enhanced by detailed rules,which
is comparable to Chess or Go, without the need to menmor=
ize lenghty opening gombits.! Nicholas Palmer,

I¢in Weir,

=0 mOm0mOmOmOmOm Om O~ Om0m0 =0 =0 =Om OmOm =0

Continued fron pase 4
~quest for volunteers at Wall's, the grapevine did its
usual good job, and soon there were 25 on the list, This
was whittled down to 10, and sponsors were sought farand
wide. Two 4 hour training sessions later and we were oll
ready to go, though none of us had jumped before,

Wednesday 22nd Noverber came,...oand went! Jurp cancel
~ed because of bad weather! The tension ebhed away,A new
tine was set, but low cloud stopped us, An admin cock-up
led on to the 4th time, and we struck it lucky!

I climbed into the plane, and took ry position as 3xd
out, The chutes would open sutomatically as we Jumped.
They had a'static line' attached +to a point behind the
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pilot's seat... we all tugred at our lines to check that
they were firn! There were 5 of us crouched unconfort-
ably in the 2 secter plane, and I had never flown before,

The plane screwed itself up into the sky, and I star
-ed at the altineter, anticipoting the noment we were
to reach 2500ft, and we would perform! We levelled out,
and after o few runs to check wind speed, we were above
the Drop Zone for real!

The Junpnaster hurriedly shouted the last instructions
to the pilot., "10 degrees right..5 left.." Then "Cuti¥

The engine cut, Nuomber one sat half in and half oui
of the plane, Then the command,."Go!" Nurber one disapp=-
eared, I tried to see if his chute had opencd, but saw
nothing. The engine started again, and the plane banked
steeply and turned., Cut... "Go!".eo.. Me next!

For e moment I was on the cdge, then gone. Spreadeagled
I flew like a brick, 1001, 1002..z slight +tug on ny sh-
oulder...1003, 1004.,,I locked up and felt a great sense
firgt of rclief and then exhiloration as I saw the nulti
~colcured canopy fully opcned in all its glory. The inst
~ruc¢tors hadn't lied - it did opent!

above ne nwiber 4 appeared, ond below, the airfield.I
seened to hong motionless, T noted the local sewage farnm
below, so I pullel one of the steering togeles to avoid
ending up tc ny neck in sweet violets, The chute veered
and the target moved in below nme, and I held steady $ill
I thouzht I was 200ft up, In less than 10secs I would be
down, as the parachute descends at 22ft/scc. The srcund
geened €o rush up at me, but I resisted the templaiion
to curl wup. Legs straight, but not locked, chin on chest
elbows tucked in -~ VWhack! In a split second T was on ny
feet and waving to indicate I was 0.K. I'm not sure if I
rolled as I landed,

It was over! We were all safe, and although there
were mutter;s of "Never again", for nme, it was fantastic!
few peonle can clain they have achieved their greatest
anbition, buwt I can. Wow I st think of sonething else
Aetually, I h.ave decided- I'm going to qualify as a free
fall parachutil.st!

John Barnes



i1 P

F ROM
ALL

POINTS

The section is shorter than
usual because it's function
of broadcasting news of our
many assoclate members and
friends is soon to be usurp
~ed by the Anrual Reunion,
which will be on Decenber

21st this year in the new Bowls Club Pavilion, Meke a
note of the date, and try to come along!

Last issue featured a letter from Andy Chalkley in
Australia, and not long 2go another airmail letter arriv
-ed, this time from brother Steve, in India! Much of the
letter is reproduced below, and it is hoped that in our
next issue another view of India will be expressed by an
~other indefatiguable traveller, John Price.

=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=~0~=0 =0 =0=0=0=0~0m~

"Did you know that we were in India? We were both of
us fed up with nine to five jobs, so applied the prinecip
~le '"Why should we pay if we do the work'!' we organised a
trek over land - 7 passengers paying £200 each gave us a
bit of cash to play with. Our passengers have left us
now, and here we are with a very relizble Austin/Mborris
J4 'go anyvhere! van! After yesterday I am inclined to
think it will go anywhere - we crossed +the Rhotang Pass
13,000ft, into Lehul and Spiti. The roads here make the
Norwegian roads look like the 1L! Deep ruts - but I have
a protected sump (lucky fellow!), *five inches of snow an
everpresent avalanche danger, It is stop and stort all o
the way, moving rocks, testing the depth of the ruts and
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trying hard to keep up speed, You lose about 40% engine
power at 13,000ft,

The journey out was interesting, but compared with
last +time cluttered up with too many overlanders, tour-
ists, drop-outs ete, but still full of surprises and ad-
ventures, like the bank that gave me 3200 Afgans instead
of 2300, or the lorry that hit me yesterday. As you pro-
bably know the tactics for driving in the mountains when
meeting oncoming traffic is to park up on the side away
from the drop (smetimes over 1000 ft)., I did this, but
the D¥*¥*¥*¥¥*% just drove straight into the side of me and
carried on!

We don't know what our immediate plans are - a nice
feeling -~ except to do some walking when the rain stops.
The monsoon is late in leaving,but the Indian Met Office
gsoys it will stop on the 20th - I think they've got a
hot line to Buddha! It is like Glencoe here at the mom=
ent with sheep, low clouds, rain and drizzle, and cold,
but the commarison stops when the cloud rises to reveal
the megnificent array of peaks, and there is NO ONE here
except for a few Tibetans, No crowds, no orange cagoules
mountain rescue helicopters, or any of that stuff - just
the hills and us, and that is what it is all about. I am
planning to do just about the same mnext year, except we
plan two or threc vehicles, drivem by friends, brothers
or sisters ete,, so it you know anyone interested in a
Himelayan Trek (Kulu, or Lehul and Spiti, or even Kara-
koram) at about £250, get them to send me o SAE to my
home address, and I'1ll send details,

Well, I think the rain has finally stopped so we're
off for a walk to a high altitude temple! Hope I haven't
nade you envious (still you used to do the same to me on
your trips to Norway!). Sce the Head and get a term off
school, it would be worth it!

Steve and Denise,

=Q=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0~0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=
A piece of news that has just arrived. TED BADHAM is

now teaching in Guildford, and he has become assistant
scout leader with the troop at his school.
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